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elcome back to Village Voice. It has
W
been July since our last edition due to
the necessary shut-down to help us overcome
the Covid19 virus. It has been quite a long
slog, but we at St John’s have held together
well. It was not easy, particularly for those
of us who live on our own, but we can look
forward to a joyous Christmas.
As time goes on, with the softening and
finishing of restrictions, many of our usual
pursuits will begin again which will be so
welcome. With the opening of the Activity
Centre moving closer, there have been many
discussions about what will go where, how it
will be staffed, and I
hope that by the time
we go to press, we will
know exactly where we
are going. Your editor,
for one, can’t wait to
see it completed.
The Sunday morning
Worship group met for
the first time on
Sunday morning,
November 14, since the
lockdown. There was
suitable spacing of
course but those who
attended enjoyed being together.
Thanks are due to our Management and Staff
for the way they have handled our safety
through the many months of the Covid 19
pandemic. Under the leadership of Lesley
and Margie Pettigrove, Social Secretary on
our Residents’ Committee, a number of
activities have been mentored to give us

WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS
Jan East to Unit 71

something else to look at and help us have
a reason for moving around the Village.
St John’s has always been a Village which is
united for the welfare of all the residents.
Your Editor and her husband have been here
since 2004 and can vouch for the friendly
atmosphere and the care for each other which
prevails. Our Residents’ Committee chaired
by Colin Ware, has met regularly (albeit with
difficulty) plus keeping in touch with
Management.
As you go through this issue you will find
several photos of the many flowers blooming
at their best in
residents’ gardens.
You may see
something of yours!
It has made our
restricted walks
around the Village so
very pleasant.
We are now looking
forward to a big
change, with the
building of new
Units starting early
next year along the
front of the Village in
Park Lane in what is called the ‘Central Park’
project. These will be larger and come
complete with a garage.
Our frontpage picture shows the view as it is
now which is quite lovely looking down
from the Community Centre. As much as
could be done to keep most of our lovely
trees, has been done.
Con�nued on page 2.

Thought for the season
To speak wisely may not be easy, not to
speak ill requires only silence.
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Con�nued from page 1.

We know that a huge amount of work has been done preparing the plans for Council,
plans now passed. If we can cope with something like Covid19 with the wearing of
masks etc. we can certainly cope with the preparations for our ‘new look’!

You will find on pages 4 & 5 our CEO’s run down on our Activity Centre. There are
some good photos of much of the interior plus a recent photo from outside. Once the
surrounds and gardens are done, it will be a great place for us and family and friends to
enjoy.
Our last ‘reflection’ from Catherine Price, our pastoral care worker can be found on
Page 7 . Catherine has done a lot of visits to many residents over the time she has
been here, visits particularly needed during the lockdown. We wish her all the best as
she moves on to further education in her chosen career, Allied Health.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
This year’s Christmas Shoeboxes have been despatched. The group, unde
the leadership of Sharyn Snow, have sent 27 boxes which was a good effort under the
circumstances, however they have decided not to con�nue in 2021 as supporter
numbers are down, and there is a lot of work in ge�ng the boxes together. They have
enjoyed doing this work for Samaritan’s Purse and the Village thanks all who have
contributed over the years.

Seen around the Village in
residents’ gardens
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LOOKING FORWARD
•
•
•
•

ART GROUP recommences (in Unit 23) on Tues. Dec. 1st at 9.30 am.
EXERCISE ROOM has reopened in Unit 19 (Key from Reception)
BILLIARDS Open for use
VILLAGE BUS OUTINGS ( For December, afternoon tea at Flinders)

Tues. 1st Dec. Tues. 8th Dec. Tues. 15th Dec. Bus Departs : 1.00 pm.
Bus cost $7.50 Afternoon Tea cost approx. $8.00
Lists for names are in the Library

YOUNG & RESTLESS, KNITTING GROUP,
SIPPERS & EXERCISE GROUP:
Starting dates to be confirmed.

When the Ac�vity Centre opens in January, there will be opportuni�es
for further ac�vi�es.

KEEP AN EYE ON THE NOTICE BOARD FOR STARTING DATES
& OTHER SOCIAL EVENTS
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Letter from the CEO
To Residents and friends of St J’s
ur great community of Village residents, their families and
supportive friends, and the staff and contractors that keep it
running have all played a major part in keeping us together in a year
of a virus pandemic, community lockdown and social and personal
challenges.

O

Throughout the year work continued to enhance the Village, the Resident Activity
Centre continued to be constructed and is now due for opening late January, a number
of residents relocated to prepare for the “Central Park” development to commence early
in 2021, and unit refurbishment continued to make preparations for new incoming
residents.
Stepping into 2021 we will take on the challenge of energising our Village, not only
with new residents , but also through the restart of the many activities and social events
that fill our weeks, already a number of activities have commenced, watch out for
information from the residents and social committees on special events coming up.
A big thankyou to Colin Ware and his committee members and our many ‘helpers’.
Village life relies on the generous support of volunteer helpers who through their effort
just make things ‘happen’. As we enter 2021 you once again have that opportunity to
participate and be involved in playing an active part while enjoying the benefits coming
from participating in your community.
The COVID pandemic has been a significant disruption, we have however made great
progress in learning to live with it, improving community awareness and minimising
illness (flu, gastro, influenza, coronavirus, etc.). Behavioural changes in practising hand
and surface hygiene and wearing a mask when unwell or in very crowded spaces. And
with the added defence of advances in vaccine technology it is time to resume the social
interactions that are so important to our mental wellbeing. Unfortunately, with the
passing of time we said farewell to some of our dearest, they will remain forever in our
memories.
On behalf of the Board of Directors and Village staff we wish you and your families a
joyous and safe Christmas festive season. Rest assured we will continue to provide and
develop the Village to give all residents the opportunity to live their lives to the fullest
while residing at “ The Perfect Place to live”

Graeme
Seen
around
the
Village in
residents’
gardens
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A Message
from the
Business Manager

The Art of Giving
ith Christmas in our sights I thought it was a nice time for me to share a little on the
true art of giving.
With our changing and current difficult times, everyone is asking for help in some form
and there are many reasons to give as there are many ways to give.
People who truly master the art of giving give out of the goodness of their hearts with no
self-serving motives. Giving then becomes a blessing for both the giver and the receiver.
The act of giving doesn’t have to be limited to an exchange of presents at Christmas time
or Birthdays. You can treat every person you come into contact with as someone who you
can give a gift to.
In particular, a very special form of giving can take the form of small, personal acts of
kindness. Very often it is not money or belongings that people need, it's the things that
can't be seen, such as advice, reassurance, a kind word, compliments or just a simple
smile.
It has been stated that one of life’s most basic laws is "every single act of love, kindness
and generosity will multiply and return to you many times over ". Therefore, the
more you give the happier you will feel.
So, in effect it is very simple. If you want to experience more joy in your life, give joy to
others, if you want more love, learn to give love, if you want attention and appreciation,
learn to give appreciation to others. These are some of life’s most precious gifts and they
don’t cost you anything.
This has been a tough year for us all and with restrictions easing it’s a great time for us to
take the opportunity to reach out to each other. I encourage you all to practice the art of
giving, you will find that it will create a pattern of happiness, joy and love in your life
beyond your wildest expectations.
I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a safe & healthy 2021.
Love from

W

Heather

Seen
around
the
Village in
residents’
gardens
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Catherine
Teacher: Now, Simon, tell me frankly, do you say your prayers before eating?
Simon: No sir, I don’t have to. My Mum is a good cook.
Teacher:: L
Teacher
Louis, do you know why George Washington’s father didn’t punish him?
Louis: Because George still had the axe in his hand.
Teacher: Clyde, your composition on ’My Dog’ is exactly the same as your
brother’s.
Did you copy his?
Clyde:: No sir. It’s the same dog.
Clyde
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hat a year. We won’t forget 2020 in a hurry.

W

As we start to open up towards COVID safe living, and enjoying seeing our
loved ones again, it makes you realise what’s important in our lives. Family and
health.
Nicer weather brings residents outside. Seeing people walking, sitting on the bench
seats chatting makes me smile. You all have followed the recommended guides lines
and now can enjoy a “normal” COVID safe way of living.
Remember to get tested if you have any cold or flu like symptoms.
On a happy note my husband and I welcomed our first grandson, Judd Andrew Taylor.
Born on the 20th of November. Six hours after he was born, he went home! Mother
(daughter-in-law Linda) and Father (Jay) are all well.
We have three beautiful granddaughters, Summer, Aisha and Evie. We feel very
blessed. Christmas will be extra special this year.
Enjoy your Christmas, enjoy your family and loved ones.
To all the staff, what a year! What a team. I am so happy to work with wonderful caring
people.
Take care all, love.

Lesley
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STAFF PROFILE
Fiona Morgan
Office Administration & Resident Support Person
Q1. What is your favourite TV show?
Offspring; Greys Anatomy
Q2. What is the one thing you couldn’t live without?
My beautiful family and puppies!
Q3. What is your greatest fear?

Losing a child.

Q4. If you could go anywhere in the world, where would
you go?
The beautiful Greek Islands.
Maximus

Q5. What is your favourite thing to do in your spare
time? Being creative – baking, crochet or refurbishing
something!
Q6. What is your favourite food?
Thai Cuisine -spicy and more spicy.
Q7. What is your favourite drink?

Espresso Martini.

Q8. What would be your ideal pet? I have always
wanted a horse but have no-where for a horse
so now love dogs.
Q9. Where is your favourite place to shop?
The Chocolate shop and the pet shop!

Tama

Q10. What is the best book you have ever read?
Tuesdays with Morrie – an inspiring, true story of a
teacher who has a motor neurone disease and he
endeavours to pass on his life’s lessons to his favourite
student.
Q11. What would be your ideal career (if you weren’t
working at St. John’s)?
I would have loved to have been a midwife.
Q12. What is the one thing you cannot resist?
My grandbabies and my puppies.
Q13. What is the hardest thing you have ever had to do?
Watch my sister pass from cancer.
Q14. If you could have dinner with anybody who would
you choose? All my family who have passed that I miss
dearly.

Nala

Q15. What is the most prized possession you have?
My beautiful whanau (family).
Q16. Do you have a celebrity crush and if so who?
Not really but Jason Mamoa – Aquaman is pretty cute!
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George: “I wasn’t always like this lady, I used
to be a typesetter on a big newspaper till I
made a bit of a mistake regarding a well
known society lady.”
Woman: “Really, what was the
mistake you made?”
George: “I typeset a piece about her living
in one of the most expensive penthouses in
town and then added: “until the louse expired!”

I

n order to clarify the meaning of words
used in announcements about the
forthcoming school carnival, the teacher
asked her third graders if they knew what
the word ‘bazaar’ meant.
After a long silence, one young
boy finally raised his hand, and
replied:”I don’t know for sure, but I
think it has something to do with
lady’s underwear”.

It was in the middle of
winter time, and there
was frost and ice
everywhere. The little girl
was finishing her bedtime
prayer.
“Oh, yes God,” she
added, “be careful if you
go out tonight, ‘cause it’s
real slippery!”

shy young man came into the office of a dynamic sales manager,
A
timidly approached the desk and mumbled, “You don’t want to take out
any insurance do you?”
“No,” was the brusque reply.
“I was afraid not,” said the embarrassed visitor, starting back towards the
door.
“Wait a minute!” exclaimed the sales manager. “I’ve dealt with
salesmen all my life, and you’re the worst I’ve ever seen.
You have to inspire confidence, and to do that you’ve got to have it
yourself. Just to give you confidence that you can make a sale, I’ll sign
for a twenty thousand dollar policy.”
Signing the application, the sales manager said, “What you
have to do is learn some good techniques and use them.”
“Oh, but I have,” returned the salesman, “I have an approach for almost
every type of businessman. The one I just used was my standard approach
for sales managers.”
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assing through a military hospital during the second world war, a visitor saw a
badly damaged soldier.
“When are you going to send that man home?” he enquired.
“He’s not going home; he’s going back to the front again,” an orderly
informed him.
“Up to the front!” exclaimed the visitor.
“Why, that man is in terrible shape”
“Yes,” replied the orderly,
“but he thinks he knows who done it!”
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Moya Macpherson has
sent us these photos of
her great grand daughter,
Maggie. In the first, taken
in the snow, she is three
years old and you will note
she was wearing, besides
her snow gear, a tutu. In
the second photo, she is
now four and a quarter. A
really lovely li�le girl. She
s�ll loves tutu’s but she is
not wearing one in this
older pic.

This is a photo of the Rowney’s youngest granddaughter,
Talitha. She is now 15 and has been going to ballet since
she was 12. She was born with Down Syndrome. Her
costume is part of the group’s soon-to-be Christmas
concert and this costume is part of their ‘caterpillar’
item. She has been well accepted by the other children
none of whom are disabled. We are very proud of her.
Her big sister Nikki did her hair and makeup so that we
didn’t miss out on seeing her ready to perform. They live
in NSW.

S

ome people in the Village are either absolute newcomers to computers or may
not be sure how to go about some slightly more advanced tasks.

The good news is that the Australian Government have a website that should be of
help to many. If you are connected to the internet (or can access a computer that is)
open your browser and search for https://beconnected.esafety.gov.au/
There you will find help with many tasks ranging from the absolute basics of
computers, tablets, smartphones etc., to more advanced topics such as how to stay
safe on the internet. Even if you are just looking for a refresher, try it!

